DRAFT EPC Letter of Support: Zoning for Housing
Dear Mayor and City Council, Planning & Zoning, and Planning Commission,

On behalf of the Environmental Policy Commission, we write to express our support all eight of the
City’s Zoning for Housing/Housing for All proposal. There are immense sustainability benefits that come
with density, and these are important to help our City address the climate crisis in a responsible and
meaningful way.
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We are in a climate crisis. Our City Council passed a climate emergency declarati
Environmental Action Plan (EAP) 2040 sets carbon emissions reduction goals
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emphasized, we are focused on climate actions that “move the needle”,
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Density allows communities to thrive. Our city’s communiti prospering through co t, walkable,
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more of this urban planning and smart growth. Expanding rtunities in single-family zones
enables increased density. Analyzing industrial zones to appIy dential multifamily (RMF) zoning

enables increased density. Analyzing further opp d RMF zone enables increased
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housing development in vulnerable areas such as floodplains and wildfire zones.

We especially commend the City’s proposed initiatives and recommendations in Zoning for
Housing/Housing for All to expand transit-oriented development (TOD) by analyzing current barriers
that limit TOD and identifying future ways for small area plans to better support densities near high-
capacity transit. The City’s ECCAP strategy supports land use changes focused on redistribution of future
growth to activity centers and areas better served by transit; the strategy notes that this can be
supported through land use change policies, allowing for more dense housing infrastructure,



encouraging the development of mixed-used neighborhoods, supporting TOD efforts, and/or reducing or
eliminating parking minimums in specific areas.

Elements of Zoning for Housing/Housing for All regarding investigating incentivizing building reuse and
conversions also bring great climate benefits to the city. By avoiding the embodied carbon emissions
associated with demolishing a building, office-to-residential conversions support our City’s climate goals
and enable increased housing in our City.

It is worth also noting the importance of climate justice and racial justice amends being made through
Zoning for Housing/Housing for All. Addressing the long-standing inequities fro lining and single-
family zoning in certain neighborhoods of our City is important when consid equity and
environmental justice potential. The City’s proposal increases social and ic diversity through the
right density and justly addresses longstanding housing inequities. T further supports
equity assessment indicators and actions that support social and nefits (e.g.,
reduced traffic congestion, increased opportunities for socioec ic mobility), an sts that the
City promote a job/housing balance by focusing on-site affo, e housing units near tr jobs, and
amenities.

Density and infill allow for increased resident access to jobs, tion options, and with the right
other policies/investments (e.g., commitment to multi-modal, ment in solar, etc.) lower the impact
cost per user for those investments (buses, bi alternative ). Enabling residents to live near

where they work would improve their quality ¢ arbon footprint.
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We advise City Council¥o pass these incremental recommendations that enable increased density in our
city. The modest increase in infill units is a step in the right direction to enable Alexandria to be a
thriving, equitable, climate-conscious city into the future.

Best,
City of Alexandria Environmental Policy Commission





